so far as he was able to judge, there had not been in recent years any tendency to overlook the importance of the diseases communicable from animals to man. The tendency actually appeared to be in the opposite direction. At veterinary meetings the diseases of animals communicable to man had often been discussed in the past, and in this connexion things sometimes appeared to be presented in a wrong perspective. The truth was that the points in which the everyday practice of veterinary surgeons and doctors met were few. The diseases recognized to be common to man and animals formed a considerable list, but it was undeniable that in most of them cases of actual transmission from animals to man in this country were at the present time about as rare as deaths from lightning, and transmission in the opposite direction was still rarer. Nearly all the diseases communicable from animals to man were now so rare in this country that if they were equally divided each veterinary surgeon would not have to deaT with one per annum. Needless to say one could not expect members of either profession to take an intense interest in diseases that were so rarely met with in practice.
Tuberculosis was the great exception to the rule among the diseases of animals communicable to man, and it was therefore not surprising that it was the one selected for discussion at this second conjoint meeting.
What was termed tuberculosis was met with in all the domesticated animals, but avian tuberculosis was now by general consent regarded as a disease distinct from that which prevailed in man and other mammals, and cases of its transmission to other farm animals or to human beings were unimportant on account of their rarity.
For the veterinary profession the great tuberculosis was that which affected the bovine species, and as regarded economic importance it alone was important. It was essentially a disease of cattle, in the sense that the type of bacillus which was the cause of it would cease to exist if the bovine species became extinct. It was an independent disease of cattle in the sense that the eradication of human tuberculosis would leave its incidence among cattle unaffected. The Royal Society of Medicine 13 necessary, regardless of cost. This could be effected by enforcing the general testing of all the cattle in the country, followed by compulsory slaughter of all the reacting animals. It need hardly be said that, having regard to the facts already mentioned concerning the present incidence of the disease, any scheme of that kind was unthinkable. Such a scheme would involve the slaughter of from one-third to one-half of all the milking cattle in this country, and also a considerable proportion of the younger stock. Putting aside the fact that it would involve the payment of a huge sum of money to compensate for the slaughter of apparently healthy cattle, it would immediately and for a good many years to come greatly reduce the supply of milk, and add in a proportional degree to its already high price. August, 1914, owing to the outbreak of war, and if the subsequent discussion indicated that those present were in sympathy with the proposal, he would be prepared, with the approval of the President, to move a resolution to the effect that the re-introduction of the Order was urgently necessary in the interests of public health.
